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effort and as a proof of his goodwill, got me £i worth, which
won't go far.
It occurred to me how the war must affect men of 70, who
have nothing to look forward to. The war has ruined their
ends, and they cannot have much hope.
Comarques, Sunday, January
I outlined in the bath this morning an idea of a play about a
man being offered a title and his wife insisting on his accepting
it against his will.1 Spender told me that such a man had once
asked him for advice in just such a problem, and he had advised
the man to suppress his scruples and accept the title. Ross
said that this would be a good idea for a play, and it is.
Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, January i$th.
We came to London this morning, dog, Richard, cook, M. and
me. Lunch at Webbs. Then I hurried back to Reform Club
to join after lunch ' The Writers' Group '. Paish, Gardiner,
Massingham, Spender, Wallas, G. Murray, L. Dickinson, L. T.
Hobhouse, and Hartley Withers. A peace campaign on foot
'—i.e. peace with German people. Spender, as usual, had the
most information to give, and it seemed very well founded.
After dinner to " Sleeping Partners " at St. Martin's. Adapted
from Sacha Guitry. Slow at first, but very adroit and amusing
indeed as it progressed. Seymour Hicks had all the jam, and
was marvellously good. We all really enjoyed it. I met
Lucas in the entr'acte and he took me round to see Hicks,
whom I instantly liked and decided to ask to lunch.
C&marques, Sunday, January 20th.
I went to the Leicester to see the Dyson war-drawings, and
ended by buying a Barbizon gouache. I was hoping the sight
of pictures would stimulate my novel-cerebration, but it did
not. However, yesterday, after a sleeping draught, I was in
form again and wrote over 2,000 words, a complete chapter.
I began on a little Balzac on Friday night :  " Une double
famille ".   This kind of thing .is always stimulating.
Heard at the Reform on Thursday afternoon on very good
authority that a telegram recalling Haig and appointing Allenby
1This was "The Title", produced at the Royalty Theatre, July 20,
1918.
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